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intercourse between the heart of this holy penitent and that of Jesus; the
first employed in the most perfect sentiments of compunction, love, and
entire sacrifice;   the second, in the tender motions of mercy, love, and
goodness;   the penitent offers floods of tears;   these Jesus repays with
treasures of graces and mercy, by which he makes her soul a heaven on
earth, as bright and pure as the angels, and the throne of the whole
blessed Trinity.   The hearts of the penitent and of Jesus are two sources
which perpetually answer each other;, the more the penitent pours forth
her heart in contrition, the more abundantly does Jesus in return bestow
on her his infinite graces.    It is at the feet of Jesus that these wonders
are wrought;  witness this example, and that of the sister of Lazarus, in
the house of Simon the Leper, in Bethania.    It is good for us to make
this our dwelling in spirit.   The adorable feet of Jesus, so often wearied
in seeking sinners, and at last bored on the cross for their salvation, are
the source of all blessings.    Here this true penitent consecrates to him
her heart, her mind, her actions, her perfumes, all she is or has;   and
here he cleanses her soul, and kindles in her his love, which the rebel
angel lost in heaven.    All his attention is taken upon her, he entertains
her alone, forgetting the master of the feast and others that were seated
with him at table.   He even gave the Pharisee sensible proofs how much
her fervour and penance surpassed, in the sight of God, his pretended
justice and charity, though it were presumed real.    Perseverance in this
fervour completed her happiness.   Gratitude to God for so great a mercy
and so distinguishing a grace, was to her a fresh spur to advance every
day in this love with greater ardour and fidelity.    Thus the greater the
debts were which had been forgiven her, the more earnestly she strove
with all her powers to love him who vouchsafed to accept her humble
sacrifice.    This same motive of gratitude ought to have no less weight
with those who, by God's singular grace, have always preserved their
innocence; for, whether God shows mercy by pardoning sins or by pre-
venting them in us, we are totally indebted to Him for the grace which
we receive.   Upon this great principle, St Austin addresses the Pharisee
who despised our holy penitent, in the following words:1   " O Pharisee!
to say you are less indebted to the divine mercy, because less was forgiven
you, is a capital ingratitude and pride.   For, by whom were you preserved
from those crimes which you did not commit?    One who hath sinned
much, stands indebted for the gracious pardon of exceeding great debts.
Another who hath sinned less, owes to God the benefit that he hath not
defiled himself with grievous sins.    You have not fallen into adultery;
but God saith to you, it is owing to me who governed and protected you.
If no tempter ever enticed you, this was the effect of my special care and
providence in your favour.   If you escaped the occasions of dangers from

1 Aug. Serm. xcix. c. 6, ed. Ben. olim xxiii. ex. 50.